Use of the mini Jarvik-7 total artificial heart as a bridge to transplantation.
A 40-year-old woman was maintained on a mini Jarvik-7 total artificial heart for 45 days, during which time she recovered from a viral cardiomyopathy and multiple organ failure. The total artificial heart and driver were free of mechanical dysfunction, and there was no evidence of thromboembolic complications. The patient was maintained on hemodialysis for 26 days, at which time kidney function returned to near normal. The patient underwent an uneventful heart transplant and is now alive at 4 months after transplantation.